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Nova Scotia College of Respiratory Therapists


Professional practice Committee Board report-2009/2010

The Professional Practice Committee developed an extensive agenda to focus it’s work going forward. It was decided  that the most pressing issue at this time was to review the Respiratory Therapy MOCINS proposal finalized by the Provincial Managers group of Nova Scotia.

The Professional Practice Committee of the NSCRT has completed this extensive review of the Respiratory Therapist Role Description under the MOCINS project. The review included consultation with the College of Physicians and Surgeons of Nova Scotia (CPSNS) and the College of Registered Nurses of Nova Scotia (CRNNS) as well as other advisors in the field of Respiratory Therapy as well as other regulated health professions.

The document was reviewed through the lens of self regulation taking into consideration our legislated scope of practice, standards of practice for Respiratory Therapists and our entry to practice competencies that are established nationally. 

Several consultations took place with the CPSNS and the CRNNS to better understand the terms medical directive and delegated medical functions. These colleges have a wealth of  collaborative experience in this area and have  provided our college with strong direction and guidance with these issues.

Each function identified under the heading Renewed Emphasis was examined and cross referenced to our legislated scope of practice and entry to practice competencies while being mindful that the standards of practice for Respiratory Therapists contain the overarching statements that guide RT practice.
The functions of the Respiratory Therapist that are expected to have a renewed emphasis and be optimized in the new Collaborative Care Model are supported by the legislated scope of practice of Respiratory Therapists in Nova Scotia, within entry to practice competencies of a Respiratory Therapist endorsed by the NSCRT, and are also supported in the standards of practice for Respiratory Therapists, with the exception of performing Bronchoscopies for the purpose of lavage. This is not found within entry to practice competencies of a Respiratory Therapist and would require additional training. A Medical Directive would also be required within the institution where Respiratory Therapists perform this function.

The final segment of the MOCINS review was reviewing and reaching a consensus on the Transfer of function section. There are two functions we felt required additional definition before transferring to assistive personnel.

1. Ventilator circuit change: 

· Appropriately trained assistive personnel can change the circuit on a ventilator that is not in use and run a routine self check of the ventilator and circuit. RT’s would be required to verify the function of the ventilator before using it on a patient and when they initiate ventilation.

· Appropriately trained assistive personnel can remove and re-circuit a ventilator that is in use while assisting an RT. 

2. Routine equipment changes: 

An RT must determine whether routine equipment changes can be transferred to appropriately trained assistive personnel by considering the acuity of the patient and complexity of the equipment. There may be individual patients who are acutely unstable and would require an RT at the bedside during equipment change.

The NSCRT is prepared to endorse the Respiratory Therapist Role Description as it is outlined without the need for Provincial Medical Directives. This endorsement does not override the responsibility of each RT to work within their individual scope of competencies and to insure their continued competence. This endorsement does not override the District Health Authority’s right and responsibility to establish policies for their institutions to which RT’s must adhere.

Finally, I would like to acknowledge the outstanding contributions from the Provincial Managers Group of Nova Scotia in completing this document and our Committee members for their tireless efforts in drafting this document.

Rob Martell, Chair
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