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Nova Scotia College of Respiratory Therapists


President’s Report to the Annual General Meeting

June 12, 2010

As my term as President of the Nova Scotia College of Respiratory Therapists (NSCRT) comes to a close, I am pleased to report to the members the activities of the College during the past year through which the Board tended to our legislated responsibilities.
First and foremost I would like to recognize the ongoing commitment of each NSCRT Board member:  Raj Makkar (President-Elect), Patricia Moriarty (Treasurer), Sarah Boyne (Director-at-Large), Melini Sutherland (Director-at- Large) and John Cushing (Director-at-Large). I would like to officially welcome Karen Hamilton-McNutt who was appointed to fulfill the remaining term as Director-at-Large following the departure of Denise Mitchell. The Board thanks Denise for her contributions and wishes her well in all future endeavours.

To date there are 245 active practicing therapists in Nova Scotia who are dedicated to health care, health education and health promotion in a rapidly evolving profession. The NSCRT supports educational initiatives and applauds accomplishments. Please email the registrar: registrar@NSCRT.com with your educational/CEC opportunity or news from your jurisdiction which can be posted on the website. 
Board Initiatives and Update
Board orientation (of new members) and development, strategic planning and policy and procedure development were key components for 2009 - 2010
●
The NSCRT continues to secure the services of the Pathfinder Group, an Association Management Company. Regular planning meetings have been scheduled between the Board Executive and the Pathfinder Group to determine goals and timelines for the College. 

●
The Registrar is employed by the NSCRT, reports to and is fiscally responsible to the Board. The Registrar’s position is a contractual agreement which is reviewed and renegotiated for the next fiscal year. The Board has realigned the contract hours 

for the 2010 – 2011 fiscal year, to ensure that the day to day operations of the College are met and to accommodate increasing provincial and national workload initiatives.  The Registrar continues to take every opportunity available to become educated in areas of Administrative Law, Natural Justice, Policy Development, National Entry to Practice Standards for Respiratory Therapists, Discipline Procedures, etc.; by communicating with Registrars across the country, attending workshops and conferences provincially and nationally. 

The Registrar represents the College along with the President at the National Alliance of Respiratory Therapy Regulatory Bodies (NARTRB) and the Regulated Health Professions Network in Nova Scotia.
●
NSCRT Board structure and development remains a key and time sensitive initiative especially with the evolution of new Board members. An NSCRT Board Orientation and Development Day was facilitated by Christine James on Saturday October 17th 2009. The purpose of this full day workshop was to examine various governance models and determine the philosophy of governance for the Board, clearly delineate role descriptions and key areas of responsibility, establish a meeting schedule/guidelines for the fiscal year and determine the ‘next steps’ relative to strategic planning and Board policy development. 
●
NSCRT Board Policy and Procedure development: Christine James was retained to develop a Policy and Procedure blueprint while adhoc committees were established to review the policies. To date the Financial Policies have been ratified by the Board and the Governance Policies are almost complete. This has been and continues to be an enormous but important project for the Board. I would like to personally thank Board members for the countless hours spent reviewing and editing the documents.

●
HINI planning and ratification of an emergency registration policy was imperative; an adhoc committee (Sarah Boyne and John Cushing) was established to develop an NSCRT pandemic policy. 
●
The core committees have been very active this year and will be submitting reports in preparation for the AGM.  The Board met with the committee chairs to develop a communication and reporting mechanism. 
 
National Initiatives
The National Alliance of Respiratory Therapy Regulatory Bodies (NARTRB)
●
The NARTRB welcomed the New Brunswick Association of Respiratory Therapists (NBART) as the newest self-regulated jurisdiction. 
●
The President and Registrar represent the NSCRT at all meetings to share valuable information/resources and vote on initiatives to maintain and develop national standards within the profession. The NARTRB is currently tasked with Phase II of a Federal Government (HRSDC) funded project which is broken down into three components and three steering committees: 

Component 1(C1):
The Registrar is a member of the C1 Steering Committee; please review the Registrar’s report 
Component 2 (C2):
The Registrar is a member of the C2 Steering Committee; please review the Registrar’s report 
Component 3(C3):
The President is a member of the C3 Steering Committee The mandate is to evaluate ‘equivalency’ between Canadian and American entry to practice examinations and to examine criteria for eligibility to write these exams

●
The 2011 Respiratory Therapy National Competency Profile (NCP) was distributed to all education programs and presented at the recent Stakeholder’s consultation in St. John’s. The timelines are such that the NCP will be implemented beginning in the fall of 2011 and will be examined (CBRC) in 2014. This time period will enable all programs to become familiar with and make curriculum changes as necessary. As the President, I represent the NSCRT on the NCP Steering Committee.  

●
I have been appointed as the NARTRB representative on the Canadian Advisory Council for the Education of Respiratory Therapists (CACERT) Steering Committee. The objectives for this project are to develop a companion document (national curriculum guide) and competency evaluation template to assist educators in curriculum development and to provide tools for the evaluation of Canadian and internationally educated students. The timeline for completion of this federally funded project is December 2011; I will remain on the Steering Committee for continuity purposes until then. 

Association of Canadian Community Colleges
●
The Registrar is currently representing Respiratory Therapy regulators on a national working group of the Association of Canadian Community Colleges (ACCC); please review the Registrar’s report. 
Provincial Initiatives
Nova Scotia Health Professions Regulatory Network
●
The Regulated Health Professions in Nova Scotia meet on a quarterly basis with representatives from the Department of Health to collaborate on issues that are common to all. The NSCRT has been represented at these meetings by the Registrar since our proclamation. Please review the Registrar’s report.
Other Highlights
CSRT Annual Educational Forum and Tradeshow
●
The Educational Forum was held in St. John’s NLD from May 13th to 16th.  Numerous NSCRT members attended the conference and received educational funding from the NSCRT. The College supports educational initiatives, locally, provincially and nationally and encourages members to apply for educational funding.
 


●
As the recipient of the 2010 Robert Merry Lecturer Award Phil Richardson was the key note speaker at the conference this year. This award has been developed by the CSRT to recognize the contributions made by a respiratory therapist to the advancement of the respiratory therapy profession. 
●
Anthony Robichaud is the recipient of the CAREstream Student Excellence Award for the Respiratory Therapy program at the QEII/Dalhousie School of Health Sciences. This award recognizes one student's commitment to academic excellence in each of the accredited programs across Canada

In closing I would like to personally thank Shannon McDonald and Patricia Moriarty for their ongoing support and collegiality with the day to day operations of the College. The regular communication and phone calls made my role of President much easier.

Finally, I would like to extend sincere best wishes to Raj Makkar as he embarks on the position of President for the NSCRT.  I can honestly say that although my term as President has been busy, it has certainly been a rewarding experience!  
I wish everyone a safe and restful summer! 
Respectively Submitted,
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Barbara MacDonald






President - NSCRT
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